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 investigate pleasure and 
-

sion (hate toil, enjoy what you can); 3:1-15—creation may be ordered, but that order is not clear; 

-
leth are included. Holmstedt is professor of biblical Hebrew and West Semitic languages at the 

assistant professor of biblical languages at Houston Baptist University.

GUDRUN HOLTZ, 
Biblisch-Theologische Studien 172 

(Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017, paper €25) 152 pp. Bibliography. Indexed. ISBN: 
978-3-7887-3253-0. 

This book investigates the central role played by the story of the conception and birth of Isaac 

introduction, it discusses the history of research on Gen 21:1-2; Gen 21:1-2 in the context of Gen 
15:1–25:19; “rewritten Bible”—the origin of Isaac in the book of the origin of Isaac 

-

God can be read as polemically-oriented parallel stories to the Christian virgin birth that refute 
its singularity or deny this and reclaim the creative action of God solely for the women of Israel.

GIOVANNI IBBA, Religione e religioni 
(Bologna: Dehoniane, 2017, paper €29) 357 pp. Bibliographies. Indexed. ISBN: 978-88-10-
60471-7.

This volume contains a selection of prayers from manuscripts dating from the 2nd century 
B.C.E. to the 1st century C.E. that document a particular period of the history of Judaism and include 
many important themes, such as the problem of evil and soteriology, that are useful for under-

some twenty-four prayers drawn from the Dead Sea scrolls are presented under three headings: 
a-b

a a; etc.); and exorcisms, apotropaic formulas, and 

the Hebrew text and an Italian translation on facing pages with brief notes below; comments on 
the theological character of the text, and when possible indications of possible links to the NT; 
and bibliography. Ibba is professor on the faculty of theology at the Instituto Superiore di Scienze 
Religiose in Firenze, and is the author of (2014). 

plates/folding plates, map. Bibliographies. ISBN: 978-3-402-10707-2.
Of the eight major essays in this volume, the one most relevant to NT studies is by C. Belting-

Ihm on the heavenly rider “faithful and true” (Rev 19:11, 21)—vision, image, and image magic 

IAN JOHNSTON, Vol. 1, vol. 2, -
Loeb Classical Library 535-536 
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